
Hierarchy of Energy Controls

ENERGY ELIMINATION 

ENERGY REDUCTION

ENERGY 
ISOLATION

ACs

Direct 
Controls 
(Addresses Energy)

Alternative Controls
(Addresses Human Error)



Physical Obstacle
An obstruction that blocks the 

path or hinders progress 

toward a high energy hazard

When a Direct Control is not feasible, there 
must be at least 2 Alternative Controls, from 
at least 2 or more of the following categories:

Dedicated Monitoring
Devoted and continuous 

attention to the high energy 

hazard

Visual Reminder
A visible warning of the 

presence of the high 

energy hazard

Alternative Controls are specifically 
designed to mitigate human error

A Direct Control has 3 key requirements:

Specifically targeted to 

the High Energy source

Effectively mitigates 

exposure to High Energy 

when installed, verified, 

and used properly

Effective when someone 

makes a mistake

Direct Controls are specifically 
designed to mitigate energy

Scan QR code for more information and applicable rules.


